 “Course Syllabus”

1. Course Name  POPULAR CULTURE AND THE USA
2. Instructor        PROF. DR. YUSUF ERADAM         www.yusuferadam.com
3. Course Description: 
This course is designed to analyze the basic patterns and pillars of popular culture as they are used and revealed in certain examples of American cinema to present to masses the basic institutions and life style of the United States of America. In method, it is essentially a film-reading course.


The meaning of ‘popular’, a brief history of popular culture, its basic elements, characteristic features, paradigms, replication myth and the creation and influence of myths, themes and patterns. Analyses of examples from American cinema, TV shows and programs, music, art, sculpture, architecture; their language and style and presentations, their artistic and political interpretations related to American life and its basic institutions.
4. Assesment:        i.
% .30  Midterm 

ii. %  50  Final 
iii. %  20  Attendance and participation in class discussion
Course Outline: 
  
           Week 1 – Introduction & definition of popular culture & ubiquity.     

                  Class Discussion: Popular TV series, programs 


(Fox Life and other Channels; Opening pages of web sites like Yahoo etc.)



Film for class discussion: Tootsie

                                       Facebook, Youtube, MSN, Livestream, Google, chatting... Is this new 


digital image age progress or are we becoming “happy slaves” in the 


solitude we enjoy in our cocoons.


Music Video for analysis: Michael Jackson, Thriller  and Madonna 


video clips.


Comparison with Grease & Saturday Night Fever & West Side Story, 



Magnolia, 
       


     Documentary on cult heros: James Dean: Forever Young



     Fact, fiction, biography & history popularized.
2. Basic characteristics and pillars of Popular Culture and the power of the media, the 

                rise to fame and money, American dream of success and popular culture, stories of 
                Rags to Riches & replication myth and the necessity of creating a Hero:


     Film for class discussion & analysis: Truman Show 
     Comparative discussion with Reality Bites & Show Time, Elvis: The 
     Early Years, 15 Minutes, Mask:From Zero to Zero
3. De-mythification of the Myths of Individual Opportunity, Pursuit of Happiness   

               and Progress and the Myth of the American Dream of Success  

                               Film Show and discussion:  Requiem for a Dream 
               Comparative discussion with The Pursuit of Happiness & Dream Girls,  

                                Follow that Dream (starring Elvis, the King, 1962), The Food Nation. 
4. Patterns & archetypes (of fear & terror; apocalyptic thinking and binary oppositions;  

         labyrinth, cell;  utopia/distopia) 

     Film for class discussion: September 11 (7 or 8 of the eleven short films on 9/11)
Comparative discussion with M. Moore documentary: Fahrenheit 9/11 and Sword Fish, Signs, Donnie Darko, Independence Day, The Shining and horror movies like The Exorcist , Omen sequels and Carrie
5. Pillars of Popular Culture (Demos, Ethnos: People, Race & Groups)


Film for class discussion: Fight Club 


Comparative discussion with Mississippi Burning, The Joy Luck Club or Color 
Purple 
6. Pillars of Popular Culture (Theos, Logos: Faith, Religion & the Power of Words, and  Symbols, Freedom of Conscience & Expression)   

 Film for class discussion: The Da Vinci Code or From Within
 Comparative discussion with The Mission (Dir. Roland Joffe) or City of Angels, Bruce Almighty, The Celebrity (W. Allen) Dogville (by Lars von Trier)
7. Midterm Exam after a review of the previous weeks.
8. Pillars of Popular Culture (Heros; The Absolute Maybes; Eikons/Icons and the American Institutions; and the hero myth, the savior/ monomyth)

Film for class discussion: Matrix Trilogy I
Comparative discussion with The Superman, Batman,  Braveheart, Spartacus  (Kubrick), Taxi Driver, King Kong, The Chronicles of Riddick, Taxi Driver
9. Popular Myth of the Model Family
Film for class discussion: American Beauty 
Comparative discussion of the de-mythification of the happy family myth with Terry Gilliam’s Tideland or Michael Mayer’s A Home at the End of the World, The Architect by Matt Talber.

10. The Myths of Gender & Sexual Roles and Problems of Identity; Who am I This Time?
Film for class discussion:  Being John Malkovitch or Flawless
Comparative discussion with Hours, Zelig, Desperate Housewives, The Witches of Eastwick, Beach Girls, Deathproof, Angels in America, Divine Secrets of the Ya-Ya Sisterhood, Sylvia, Color Me Kubrick, Bird Cage, Charley’s Angels and Lost
11. Myth of the Melting Pot                              

Film for class Discussion: Crash 
Comparative discussion with The Joy Luck Club
12. Popular Culture & Ideology and the concepts of love, faith and justice; selling the myths. 

Film for class discussion: Wag the Dog
Comparative discussion with: Monster, American Graffiti, Three Days of Condor
13.Cliches, fetishes, the kitsch, the cult and cover productions of tales & myths and story telling etc.

Film for class discussion: Big Fish, 
Comparative discussion with The Lord of the Rings, Harry Potter or The Fisher King
14.Wrap Up and the Final Exam

Prerequisite:             Intermediate, Lower-Advanced English
 Course Book: 

Douglas K. Stevenson. American Life and Institutions. Stuttgard: Ernst Klett 

                       Verlag, 1996.                 


Required Texts 

Marshall W. Fishwick, Seven Pillars of Popular Culture. Westport: Greenwood 

                       Press, 1985.

Course Materials :  DVD player, microphone
The films in the Weekly Syllabus and the following Recommended Reading:
1. Atayman, Veysel (Derleyen). Şiddetin Mitolojisi. İstanbul: Don Kişot Yayınları, 2003.

2. Atikkan, Zeynep. Amerikan Cinneti: 11 Eylül Amerika’yı Nasıl Değiştirdi? Istanbul: YKY, 2006.
3. Baudrillard, Jean. Amerika. Çev. Yaşar Avunç. İstanbul: Ayrıntı, 1996.

4. Bir Zamanlar Amerika. Doğu Batı Düşünce Dergisi Sayı 32. Mayıs-Haziran-Temmuz, 2005.

5. Camus, Albert. Amerika Günlükleri. Çev. Osman Akınhay. Ankara: Öteki Yayınevi, 1992.
6. Canetti, Elias. Kitle ve İktidar. Çev. Gülşat Aygen. Ayrıntı: 1998.

7. Colombo, Gary, R.Cullen, B. Lisle. Rereading America: Cultural Contexts for Critical Thinking and Writing. Boston: Bedford Books of Saint Martin’s Press, 1992.

8. Eradam, Yusuf. Vanilyalı Ideoloji. Istanbul: Aykırı Yayıncılık, 2004 (Pandora-on Istiklal & Mavikum Bookstore on Cihangir Street)
9. Kuçuradi, İoanna. Uludağ Konuşmaları: Özgürlük, Ahlak, Kültür Kavramları, Ankara: Türkiye Felsefe Kurumu Yayınları, 1994.

10. Güngor, Nazife (Der.). Popüler Kültür ve İktidar: Popüler Kültür Üzerine Kuramsal İncelemeler. Ankara: Vadi Yayınları, 1999.

11. Kilicer, Devrim F. Tower Power: The US on a Freudian Couch after 9/11. A Socio-Psychoanalytic Study of New York Towers. Stutgart: ibidem-Verlag, 2008.
12. Kuçuradi, İoanna. Sanata Felsefeyle Bakmak. Ankara: Ayraç Yayınları, 1996.

13. Mansfield, Nick. Öznellik: Freud’dan Haraway’e Kendilik Kuramları. İzmir: Aralık Yayınları, 2006.

14. Modleski, Tania (ed). Studies in Entertainment: Critical Approaches to Mass Culture. Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1986.

15. Somay, Bülent, Tarihin Bilinçdışı: Popüler Kültür Üzerine Denemeler. İstanbul: Metis, 2004.

16. Storey, John. Popüler Kültür Çalışmaları: Kuramlar ve metotlar.  Çev. Koray Karaşahin. İstanbul: Babil Yayınları, 2000.
17. Tecimer, Omer. Sinema: Modern Mitoloji. Istanbul: Plan B, 2005.
18.  Walker, Alexander. Stardom: The Hollywood Phenomenon. Harmondsworth: Penguin, 1974.

19. Yazıcı, İsmet. Kitle İletişiminde İmaj: Kuramsal Bir Yaklaşım. İstanbul: Bilim Yayınları, 1997.
Syllabus last revised: September 2009.

